WHY THE BRITISH EMPIRE HAS GROWN SO GREAT	547
geography. The location of Britain off the northwest coast of Europe
brings it relatively near the middle latitudes of America and thus led the
British to occupy the best part of America. That helps to explain why
in the world as a whole English is the most widely used language. The
location of Britain in respect to India was also influential in causing the
Suez Canal to be dug, and was the reason why England took charge of
Egypt and still controls its foreign policy. After Great Britain became
imbued with the purpose to build up a great empire she set herself to
control the best lines of approach toft each of her possessions. This in-
volved picking up islands such as the Bermudas and Falklands, and ports
such as Hongkong, all over the world. Today along her most important
route leading to India England has secured a whole string of way-stations
—Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, Suez, Perim, Aden, Socotra, and the Kuria
Muria Islands. Britain is the meeting place of the most remarkable
network of lines of communication that the world ever knew. She has
improved her highly favorable location much as Paris improved hers by
building roads and Chicago by railroads.
(£) The Advantage of the Empire's Island Home. Great Britain is
fortunate in being an island, particularly an island with a submerged
coast. Had her territory been joined to the mainland, she might perhaps
have remained united with France. Certainly her interests would have
been directed toward the continent, as have those of France, because of
the need of protecting herself from other countries and of maintaining
constant intercourse with them. Had her coast not been submerged she
would have lacked the hundreds of harbors, great and small, that keep
her in touch with the sea. Moreover, when she came in conflict with
other nations which were also expanding by sea she had an advantage
because her long coast gave her far more sailors and ships than the others
had, and also led her people to be interested in commerce and remote
.overseas ventures in a way that is not possible for an inland country.
(c) How the Ocean Brought Worldwide Expansion. Being sur-
rounded by water Britain had to expand by sea or not at all. Since she
expanded across the water she was able to choose whatever places she
preferred with much less hindrance than if she had tried to push this way
and that by land. Moreover, the discoveries of Columbus and others
presented her with a vast variety of relatively weak countries among
which to choose. North and South America, Africa, Australia, and
southern Asia were all inhabited by people whose stage of civilization and
degree of energy made them no match for the British. Thus the growing
British Empire was like a tree which is able to spread its roots widely in
soft porous soil. Spain and Portugal were like less vigorous trees pushing
their roots into the soil close by, while France and the Netherlands were

